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4B R R E R J& (Frequency-Following Re-
sponse, FFR) A& # 77 % (Audiology) %
& fa 4p 42 A+ 8 (Cognitive Neuroscience)
AP N — AT E AT A
CAAE B EBILE T (Subcortical)
EROBERERLY mein
A A h B R & A A 44 (Phase Lock-
ing) M 1% o FFR A% L &R A I A2 F
i 89 F & (Inferior Colliculus) 4 4Z &9 &
J& > T 35 i 3R K AR Fe 4F B 69 R A B 2
it Fe sk o AL ATEFARIRR 6 A A
% FFR A Mt a6 TRERE
RBERELEFH I o EHNBAL
& T F (Cochlear Implant) 248 K 8 &%
BB F R R & (Electrically-evoked Fre-
quency-Following Response, eFFR) * 3L
AP PB K G > AR S F AR o

Abstract

The frequency-following response (FFR) is
a type of auditory electrophysiological sig-
nal that has gained attention in audiol-
ogy, cognitive neuroscience, and related
fields. It can help understand subcorti-
cal auditory processing and learning. The
FFR signal exhibits a phase-locking rela-
tionship with the stimulating sound. It
primarily originates from the response of
the inferior colliculus (IC) in the mid-
brain, part of the brainstem, and can be
measured and recorded using scalp elec-
trodes and specialized equipment. This
article introduces the FFR from the per-
spective of speech signal processing and
covers background knowledge on auditory
processing and auditory electrophysiology.
The cochlear implant (CI) and the related
electrically-evoked frequency-following re-
sponse (eFFR) signal are also introduced,
highlighting their challenges and opportu-
nities to offer new insights for readers.

Mt BBREHRIE S BETAE AL
TTFH~ FAERRMEERIE ~ EFT AR
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BREZARERZNRT  eRAZEEFTHE
FRPT S B BRI > L 8TE T LA R o Bk
RE T B A i 38 % A B (Peripheral Au-
ditory System) ¥A & F 42 ¥ % & % (Central
Auditory System) > A # & # 9F F 2] A F 69
By ERZFLLAHME Y G AR (Pick-
les, 2013) ; & & &M B AP & & KM 58 58
H (Auditory Cortex) 8 $6H » LAEE4 § 4%
tm > iR % EAHE (Auditory Electrophysiol-
ogy) WA RTHIA—RIRFAVE RIS
A Ry (&R RFA, 2020)

REETAEERFEYAE  TRRANTH
AP LA ERAAREROER B R
RAFA, 2020) ° HAF A& (Otorhinolaryn-
gology) Z 3% 71 % (Audiology) M & » w1 #| i
TR A WA AIRAR B F R RE (Audi-
tory Evoked Response, AER) ; 1 $f 754 48
# (Neurology) #=i¥ & #+£ (Neuroscience) #)
ABAH R HE T (Auditory Evoked
Potential, AEP) ##8 7% X &M € B (Elec-
troencephalography, EEG) #94F#] (# & B ¥
A, 2020) °

ERETATAAMART > ARRERE
(Frequency-Following Response, FFR) % &
ZEGEEMGHE RAECTHRARKR
%M %% (Auditory Brainstem) #9 % & & 32 #%
F o AF R RIS B F ARG RAROTE
(Kraus et al., 2017) ° $9h FFR 3R3%1E F &8
FE12 A X (Noninvasive) & @ & % & 7 38 3% Bp
TEA - L EEG 8 EEARERE S > Bk
BT & Bk 5 09 AL BT T B Bk
Ao SRR 8 B ST BB AR 5 e AL
B R B R E R b B A R b9 AR 3 o



ALY #r 0y XA B A EF AR
REFHRFORENE FFR> AE 01T
BRAEAG S BEETAEARFFR AR
FTRAFCHBIRERGMG S ARALZET
F (Cochlear Implant, CI) # %498 F R &
F_J& (Electrically-evoked Frequency-Following
Response, eFFR) © ALk T3 FFR #248%
TG #4782 7T %M (Neuro-plasticity) #9% % »
P A\ &3 49 48 Bl 69 A 0 M B AL T S 38 52 4 4R
W& REHR— R F A -

2 BEAGMEBRTLE

LFHAEFREREZA > BANBRIEFE A
ST A T AR 09 H T Je e o

2.1 BREAGRIEEEANE

BT T AR SREAL (FR) PP

2.1.1 F#HBEEAL

RIAAAFHIF - FH AF =04
RN FAREF R (XA ) Ao F
ARKEAERY TR A XSG HRE - 2
Aeig 5] EEfH o FHEHKE (Tympanic
Membrane) 4K Z R4 T K > Hi& =R
B B (Ossicles) AMRATR LA HAR AL K 3
BRBEERNF - AT EEEFREOFMPE T
FHeg AT A 0 AR T2 M e — 18 4R
HIKE 4 (Filterbank) » M 3 F vlik 821545 89
MEAR I 45 3 R VA R AT 22 4% 4y 09 T IR AET AR o
% 89 L )R JE (Basilar Membrane) # 7% 7 £ 2
# A& ek EA Ak L& (Endolymph)
Ao SbRE iR (Perilymph) 89 REEREE » &
1% 3 B 5 6947 % (Traveling Wave) » A% %)
AR L6 Btm e (Hair Cells) #%) > 42 K
R By 4 M 8 B 4E T4 (Action Potential)
NRAETARIE » 1% 8 IE AP 4 %42 (Auditory Neu-
ral Pathways) 1% 3% £ K/ o B3k » 5 & 69 4%
WA R F 9 E AT 5 5 2 RE (IMFF)
B (PH) &M (AF) Wkl

ey i HERENE
ShE [ Fa o~ ShFE T
+ H AR~ BE i
NE | FE -~ ATE A4 w B

& 10 AFe R

2.1.2 VTREEAL

AR I8 A G AR B B AT 8 A4 (Auditory
Nervous System) » £ & &AL 7R AP 48 42 K
FH 2B 69 Bk A9 42 %42 (Auditory Neural

REAT
Auditory
Cortex

B
Thalamus
oo
Midbrain

G
Medulla
Oblongata

1: FAE#& % &1 (Central Auditory Path-
ways) (Huang, 2023) > 3 ¥ #9750 & 4% B 5 5] & :
CN (Cochlear Nucleus): H-##7¥4£4% : SOC (Supe-
rior Olivary Complex) : E#AEH &8 : IC (Infe-
rior Colliculus): T & ;3 MGB (Medial Geniculate
Body) : AR o B CN B4 4 K 89 4% 48 3R,
AR > TR AL H FREM Y SOC £ L
REIEATA| R4 R o

REAF
Auditory
Cortex

E S 5

Pathways) © 28 # 5 & 3198 $5 4 B A9 48 Nk 197
B9 X, AR 38 AP R FAS P AR o B SEAY
A2 L] A AR ML AT AT BB A 48 (Vestibu-
locochlear Nerve) * BP % A 4h 4 (Cranial
Nerve VIII) » 4 8 8 g o) 46 F 4o F 4 35 69 4
&M B (Nuclei) » R&KERMIBELH - 3
MEgREasTRESE > PR AEKE S
1 1E XN (Afferent) %48 e B 77 @ 69144 & (Effer-
ent) ¥&A8 > AL KM 7 @ 09 B F 1%
AFGHE o

FPARREGERCwE] 8 Fmie 88
FIAIZE A% (Medulla Oblongata) ¥ # 52819 &
# (Cochlear Nucleus, CN) » AR B &L F A&
& (Midline) 2 B #48] %48 51 F 48] 2848 »
R RO BB REHA > B AR
1 A5 B £ RIAR > fAL e B Be R ) A 2R
FEAT o da R B PB4 48 B AL £ 18 (Pons)
89 LA &% (Superior Olivary Complex,
SOC) ~ ¥/ (Midbrain) # T £ (Inferior Col-
liculus, IC) » ARG #ER K9 B3 > &
@B & (Thalamus) 8 M RIFEARHE (Medial
Geniculate Body, MGB) » s #&3&Z 58 5% K H
(Pickles, 2013) °

2.2 FEBREAEAIE

PAREGHCHARLT TEARRINL P
Ah 42 ik BRI A ARER 0 T AN LT H



R FANE R GHAFEHEFTORE - A
FAHF L TR ARG IR E AR B H
IR BB AR B F B B 38 58 34 2 B Ax s 3L 8 B R
AFE 0 BT HE (Barly Latency) ~ F # B
(Middle Latency) ~ 8.7 B8 (Late Latency) &
J& (Plourde, 2006) ° w1 #13 & & .69 T2 L&
TEZIBMEG TRV E > HEFRER
IR S Sn Al ] AR R E B2 B EAL o

R BE R 15 ms N E 0925 B R
T &M # K& (Auditory Brainstem Re-
sponse, ABR) /& B& R £ & 48 f iz A% Rl 49 38 7
Fofoav AR & 7 ok o R F IR AL E R B E
THE (B & BRFA, 2020) ° ABR THAAZE
BRI AR > Bl A RIE AT B RENR Y
£ A% ABR RERMHARI ET LA
FRE OGP > BRAERF A 2012 42
A8 ABR # 4 LI R (RIBAFA,
2015) ° LIk > ABR AT KA BT A A 09 B 38
B ERBHFOETRIRRAGETF 70
JEIZIAR o

AR AR R B E R L ABR 5 —
VUSR5 R OE A BB RUE 0 TR A A
PEER SR 9% R & (Complex ABR) A F IR [
B J& (Frequency-Following Response, FFR) °
T RAMKAT (Subcortical) # F i T Ly
B & (Kraus et al., 2017) ° $£& ABR # & /&
JERAR G A 2 FER ST LR L
AETAEAETFOES > RLARAZET R Y
FFR R R ET BB IREN o Ko
FFR £ BA LG ERAKTAE ALE LS
S A B AR T HFG R IR & o

3 BEERMRE (FFR)

FFR 9t R B R T A » BF R EH B Z 4
1189 A (Skoe and Kraus, 2010; Kraus et al.,
2017; Jacxsens et al., 2024) » &4 ©

3.1 FHEFFAIR

FFR # T oA N AR M 25558 F %
R Z B H I Bl de/da/ R F L6 R
ToRAECEETFEAAAAARNRE &
(Pitch) & A4 % (Fundamental Frequency,
FO) 898F > mBAKS HES PHAEAF
g (Kraus et al., 2017) o $f 2K R 5355 69 B H]
EERAE > A AARTAREAEN > Ah
EREGTRIGLE  BHOBESFRFAZ
BB R 8 BB R R — 5 -

EXRLFART @ 15T A /da/4E F1E B
WAEA > AREARELE T /a/ ~ /i/(Aiken
and Picton, 2008; Jeng et al., 2024) > = b
# /hed/ ~ /hid/ ~ /hod/ =18 & & F & & 8

Bl 2: B 10-20 A4 (19 BER &ML EAmmE
69 B384 % E4%) # FFR & ABR #4542 E
(BATE Cz RAA Fzs A Fd AL/A2 RALK
M1/M2 > 3b4% : B Fpz ZME) - REEB &
T A BABEK 10-20 2449 ABR & FFR 8| E
iz B o

FFR ## £ £ (Xu et al., 2023) ° sbsh > &K
%AV /ba) ~ /da/ ~ Jga)F F & B E (Hor-
nickel et al., 2009) °

EFXH R @ G GHEHIRATH ]
(— 7 2 Jyi/)(Jeng et al., 2011) 3&#& #4T FFR
Th o M LB G H AP LR EFEALE
TER REMEFNL 11 AART EH &
TGRS o FTIRA SR BEEE [—] yw
BAER » ads TR]1 (— > /y1)/) T (— 7 >
[yi/) TR (=Y o fyi)) T (=~ /1))
(Krishnan et al., 2005) °

3.2 EELE

FFR #= ABR A 869 & @ 45554 B
WEAE > BEER G EELEAM o B2
T —# EEG % M8 B 10-20 &% (Interna-
tional 10-20 System) > €45 19 AR E 2 2 {7
4% EE - LV Y #HEMEEEE FFR & ABR
BRAFHERNLE - —ms > REZMEE
H PP AT R — B SR o 3B F 4L B A EAE
Cz RAHA Frs AM: F& A1/A2 RFHIL
® M1/M2 » #4%& : B S Fpz WA o

3.3 AFEH

w74 FFR AR (< 100 nV) > BZE
HZEIARAG BRI T ERKTHE (Jeng
et al., 2023) > M H LAk EAK S R E
TR AT 3] 8 3% B R B EATRIEF 2 (Signal
Averaging) > #l4= 1000 X £ 6000 X * VAIH 35
HF ARG E (Skoe and Kraus, 2010) 32
% FFR AIATOIR E » & LIL ARG ZK
TSR E F IR (Jeng et al., 2024) ©



Higes

Stimulus

EHEF
FFR

B 3: RlgF T FFR A3 28444 (Phase
Locking) B1& (Kraus et al., 2017) ©

BT A& FFR 8RR E » 24 MRET
—LRARBZEE G 7% PleEBRXNETX
# % (Hidden Markov Model, HMM)(Llanos
et al., 2017, 2019) ~ % & @ E# (Support Vec-
tor Machine, SVM) (Xie et al., 2019) 4= & /&
o #eJF A B % 5 (Source Separation Non-
negative Matrix Factorization, SSNMF)(Jeng
et al., 2023, 2024) > A % T A s H B 3 PaRL
# FFR A3 > MG 2w E3 B AL R 1
T RR B R F S FFR AR 2T 4
48 (Phase Locking) #J 8 1# o

3.4 FFR f1Bb5 %5

WA RAR B EH A FFR KRG § < 2%
BB E > Wb ER > ARG T
ThFIALE VBRI BEA TR E A TR
o RLTH S FFR REEE T EE A
Mgt > A TES - FEPHFEFHT -

VAEZ Bl o 3L 48 B < 9 36 S A0 B SR R i
%8 FFR RJ& (Kraus, 2021) © G A £ & 514
TR FFBHEFRAMELITE R BRE
BAF LB BEN B ZAARA KX LEFEE
7 FFR B 69 & % 36 JE fo 38 SE #E M & 45
(Tracking Accuracy)(Jeng et al., 2011) > # &
AN BRAEFE T o PREEHRLTE S
WY B F S FeEE R AL EAN KSR
RGN REATHAAZTHIRER
By A 48 G AT A BB R o

A F R R 0 QR ER T VA TG #5
B BEFIRIE o Bldo » HAMH L FEINRN T
% 3 FFR K& F 89338 43R 1L (Signal-to-
Noise Ratio, SNR) $ K ¥t % & 345k 89 L&
£ & (Skoe and Kraus, 2012) © sb9} » #2487
APLBETHFHLAL > L PayF 45
BAFFLEFY FFR AR > RETHRE &
#F 5 69 ¢ 1L (Wong et al., 2007) © H sk »
g At RARFLIA T F 4 HA IR RN AT 2 4
#8099 ¥ 3% (Kraus and Chandrasekaran,
2010) ©

I B — 84 E A & %8B 5 & M A K
F A (Dyslexia) o #4057 EF4p & A Bk
B RE o BRI S RARF RS TR T
A8y FFR R & §H T — 8Lk » 63530
PP AR A He AR 9 A F o A2 AR A R 5 B Y
GHERF - EFEE > RARTHABLSL
(FM System) {4 ELFAMABHIE B 69T Bo S Bh K &
(Listening Aid) —#-1& » BpA% 13 48 77 JE % 89
REFARBBARBEOHERT  HTAA
B MM FFR RJE Lo 21 - Mg
B3k Ak 77 #7238 & &K (Speech Awareness) > 4
FEETREEMES LY ARG LTOHET A
T g Ap &t 2 &R o (Hornickel et al., 2012;
Kraus et al., 2017) °

4 ALEFHIIAFERERE

AT A8BALETH BA M 69 EFHEIARRE
B_J& (Electrically-evoked Frequency-Following
Response, eFFR) ©

4.1 ALETFTHFHI

AL ETH XA A/ ALHFH (Cochlear Im-
plant, CI) > £ B A A EERBEH T Z KA
B IE ST R o AN IR AR RE B T AT A F
Wl LR E LR 0 B AR E A KGE
T RKIEE > B E A8 F AT T AR S
AN VAR A A R 09 E R Y X (Stimu-
lating Patterns) > 3R 4 & k487 3R 5% 18 18 58 5 A
BABAE KGR LB o BT H 2L F1E
H AR S AR A F A K B
(Loizou, 1998; Zeng et al., 2008; Clark, 2015;
Wilson, 2019) » B Al AHMAALEFF 8y
1R & eAE—F HA (Zeng, 2022) » WA
W T T TR SRR (R RE
FRokIF, 2015)  ERE T H TR TE o EE
BB FAGS » FRET LR A 9ES
W fR g % F (Variability in Speech Intelligibil-
ity) #8 % K (Wilson, 2019) » K 3t A& K ik {8 78
A I8 FFR IR EFA M TR T 5
AT SLARAE o SO BT AL A 2 B FH e B
by BERTE S Ao F B0 PRy @ A IR A (Zeng
et al., 2008) » 1 FFR 3% € A& WA KT
BEA BhAY#HIE e R RAR AL B IR 09 AR o
ALETHYGALREEL > 5 B I e
ARG o T AR A EIR R BT
Ao BT HAAMSGI S AT AL I
ey 04T BEFREE (Sound Processor)
Ae B AT SR o BRI B F R IE B 69 5 SURAT
ol BB LB B4 (Analog-to-Digital
Converter) #= # 4z 3 38 & 3 (Digital Signal
Processing) * AR B B4 &R ERAFREHA -



AR E S e » eFFR
ERT i BARTR T ,
% v ) ! ) 8
| #5 worag Y 2
P4 fed2 R 5 gi;"i;] P R P B R _’);L
By s b

CI&8 k2% 4

B4 ALETHAL (MAER

BB b TR E A T RP BIRATLE o
BT RERBEAR » €T FERIRR LT AL
FHHHAR T HldokFH % (Noise Reduc-
tion)(Lai et al., 2017; Wang et al., 2021; Tseng
et al., 2021) = & & 4 #5 %% (Sound Coding
Strategy)(Huang et al., 2021, 2024) » Z %K
MRS AT AR R BT AT
(Foofe s ZIBRE\EE I 2023) 0 £ETFHY
BAIY  FHRUIBIGRRTR - b FA
B AR AL 2 F 8 N 09 BARIE S (] de R L 69
FEtE 22 AEAE) 0 RBF 512 E % (Place
Coding) #9/% 3R] Fl 4z B 69 F&Ap 48 » AT &
A 0 By VR AL IR 48 38 A 48 9548 09 1R 3 3% B
JO B R 5 R R 2 B

4.2 THEHAERMERE (eFFR)

CI 1% A & &9 38 S8 M 97 L 7 98 B 3R 1 R & >
R B AR BRI R AEER > RS
eFFR (Electrically-evoked FFR) K & > # 3|
P — R VA B F OB R SR IE B FFR 0 R AR
B aFFR(Acoustically-evoked FFR)(Venancio
et al., 2022) °

THBRAFRERIE (eFFR) THAFEA
IEFTHRMAGREERE > LR
WEAEHAAREAREZGHE » b Cl
A VAE R B (Electrical Stimulation) # 3F & #
# (Acoustic Stimulation) & &£ R & » ¥ px %o
BAaFBEeEREATHTATHR  TRAER
A6 eFFR K > B AR B ERFA FFR
GA ALY IR RAFIE o BTk 0 A EEARERA
K AR M % (Template Subtraction) R iH k&
R T 4% (Gransier et al., 2024) » A& F A E
B 10-20 A2 &8 b EAE4L E (Van Canneyt
et al., 2017) o sbobh > LA £ 42 3R OE F 54
B R EE Cl B4 E (Vocoder) VAR AKX
K & (Lowpass Filter) FT % & 6985 F »
VASHAE B LA BB (Bimodal) #93R (Xu
et al., 2023) °

AL ETHEA A8 eFFR FRILMMR - B
ARG AIE o B FFR ®AZEZFTH
B 0 eFFR B0 A8 £ B 430 EAT TR BGRIR S
BRAER] > R o BT HRBERILH 2 eFFR

CIgg p 384

)~ EAVE AL ~ EFRARRERIE (eFFR) AIE > AR CI
TR BHA oFFR 8 EAHLARERTHGTER o

B Fide § T o B 5858 E A R
FAAMAART > eFFR 1A i —F 894851 -

5 stamftiss

FFR 85 R A LA QR IR T THB T
B fTE B INRMAERBHF RN R
BMAEGAETRE  REARE OIGEHAEFE
B g b & 3T B R B AR o AAATET
H 85 EI8 5% (Electric Hearing) T % f#t & 38 5%
(Acoustic Hearing) & #& Z B R 2| 69— @ »
FTvA eFFR 251 % £ B A B 4 6 (R 48 -

FFR % %6 & &4 5 & X B B X8
Nina Kraus #24% > 47 B B /e 79 48 £ 52 g2 g
NBEAEFZHER - Kraus FIRT LR/ T — 4
M7 FFR # T A% (The frequency-following
response: A window into human communica-
tion) (Kraus et al., 2017) > ¥LiEF T — K4t
H—HRFGHAHLTHEGEHR (Of Sound
Mind) (F3F: (KAgigtk Mg1) » KT
6 > 2022 F) (Kraus, 2021) > £ F 646 7 44
EH G SR o AR B A FFR
Hgask > RESZATHEZRAAHGRE

A RKA LA E (Generative Artificial
Intelligence) ¥ #2 8 4 B (Feuerriegel et al.,
2024) » FFR 48 B #F % 69 2 L4 8 A Z AR
REARA A A0 5% £ (Auditory Physi-
ology) #)3%3k o A LA #%% (Artificial Neu-
ral Networks) B # A & €89 3% 3 & @
Ay & A i 42 #8 % (Biological Neural Net-
works) * 3k = AE AP L& 4 583G A AEAT B SR
(Hasson et al., 2020) ° i F A L& Bk X F
F A PO R B 3 R A B I T AR AE (Hear-
ing Healthcare) 48 B 483% (Lesica et al., 2021)
BE o AR ERH A 69 # 5 RAF LA A R GHG I B R
{editTdiig » 29 EGR > BEALNRRE
¥ & AT ¥ R Bl K 35 R RE 69 AR AR AT SRS L3R
o MAMBMAEZARART LGTER o sk £E
b6 5R AR T R4S A T AR AL B A 69 A 42 3R
AR A E > (Pickles, 2013) » A » FFR $
E e A v Mt RAE A IR R R Y
PP & B A T R 6 A7 I8 HA R > T ik IR IR 699
SRR B v R R B R 69 BR R A B ARIR o



RAFREGAEMS » BRI MILHKRY
ASHIREIRAE » RAMARB ORI S RAE
(Kraus et al., 2017) » H b 465 @K FFR
FTARARYOZRER  BBEBELEFAEA
B R AL E R AT R IR 8 ) IR AR
g7 ik W ERANGIEE -

AL AMBEARAFREILY A EHA FFR &
EEMLE R TREESAGATEALEEY
Hxsdk o WANBHaKGHRRE - FFR &
ERETHNS R BN TEMEANEAL
HRE > L TERERGEEFRETOYE -
M T AR F R %6 FFR RE » ALEFH4E
R #HAER KLY cFFR RJE A Z TR ST
B3R o MM AL BES ~ B8 ~ TR
FREFLEFFOARABRR—ELAEE o
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